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Appendix A

Code Sections Enacted or 
Amended by  

Referenced Legislation

This appendix lists legislation noted in this publication and shows the related code 
section the legislation amended or added. Statutes and related code sections deleted 
or superseded by later legislation are not included.
•	 B&P = Business and Professions Code
•	 FAC = Food and Agricultural Code
•	 H&S = Health and Safety Code
•	 PRC = Public Resources Code
•	 EC = Education Code

Chapter in this book Legislative chapter (year) Code and section

Chapter 1

1169 (1969) FAC 12824

1092 (1970) FAC 12824

225 (1972) FAC 1

794 (1972) FAC 12980

308 (1978) PRC 21080.5

1047 (1983) FAC 14021 et seq.

669 (1984) FAC 13121 et seq.

1298 (1985) FAC 13141 et seq.

Preemption
1386 (1984) FAC 11501.1

361 (1996) FAC 11501.1

Rulemaking 295 (1997) H&S 57004

Chapter 3

963 (1993) FAC 13162

608 (1995) FAC 12833

428 (1997) FAC 12837

530 (1997) FAC 12804

691 (1997) FAC 12803

651 (1998) FAC 15301 et seq.

612 (2005) FAC 12811.5

The Birth Defect  
Prevention Act

669 (1984) FAC 13121 et seq.

1227 (1991) FAC 13127 et seq.

1228 (1991) FAC 13127.31

1 (1995/96) FAC 13127.32
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Chapter in this book Legislative chapter (year) Code and section

Chapter 4

1169 (1969) FAC 12824

1047 (1983) FAC 14021 et seq.

1380 (1984) H&S 39650 et seq.

483 (1997) FAC 12825

Chapter 5 1169 (1969) FAC 12824

Chapter 7
705 (1995) FAC 14090 et seq.

612 (2005) FAC 12400

Chapter 8

393 (1993) B&P 8698

71 (1996) B&P 8698

238 (1996) B&P 8698

584 (2002) B&P 8617

338 (2008) FAC 15204.5

18 (2009)
B&P 101, 130, 149, 8502, 

8520, 8525 and FAC 
11451.5

Chapter 9

1285 (1985) FAC 12582

1375 (1986) FAC 12532

1200 (1989) FAC 12535

Chapter 10

1415 (1971) H&S 105200

741 (2003) FAC 12841.2

369 (2010) H&S 105206 et seq.

Chapter 11 1200 (1989) FAC 12535

Chapter 12

1047 (1983) FAC 14021 et seq.

1298 (1985) FAC 13141 et seq.

533 (2008) FAC 12841.4

Chapter 13

735 (1972) FAC 11501

545 (1994) FAC 12536

428 (1997) FAC 12837

718 (2000) FAC 13180 et seq.

566 (2005) EC 17610.1

865 (2006) FAC 13183

Chapter 14 690 (1999) PRC 7110

Chapter 15

1176 (1993) Became FAC 12841

695 (1997) FAC 12841

741 (2003) FAC 11502.5

230 (2004) FAC 12841

612 (2005) FAC 12400

421 (2007) FAC 224
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Acronyms  
and Abbreviations

AB: Assembly Bill
AI: pesticide active ingredient
ARB: California Air Resources Board
B&P Code: Business and Professions Code
BDPA: Birth Defect Prevention Act of 1984 (SB 950)
CAC: county agricultural commissioner
CACASA: California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
Cal/EPA: California Environmental Protection Agency
CalPIP: California Pesticide Information Portal (DPR)
CalPIQ: California Pesticide Illness Query (DPR)
CCR: California Code of Regulations
CDA: California Department of Agriculture (former name of CDFA)
CDFA: California Department of Food and Agriculture
CE: continuing education
CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act
CFR: Code of Federal Regulations
CPCS: California Poison Control System
DFG: Department of Fish & Game, California
DIR: Department of Industrial Relations
DPH: Department of Public Health
DPR: Department of Pesticide Regulation
EF: emission factor
EJ: environmental justice
EIR: environmental impact report
EUP: experimental use permit
FAC: Food and Agricultural Code
FDA: U.S. Food and Drug Administration
FDCA: U.S. Food Drug and Cosmetic Act
FIFRA: Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
FQPA: U.S. Food Quality Protection Act
GWPA: ground water protection area
GWPL: Ground Water Protection List 
HAP: hazardous air pollutant
IPM: integrated pest management
MAA: management agency agreement
MOU: memorandum of understanding
MSDS: material safety data sheet



A Guide to Pesticide Regulation 
in California  132  |

Appendix B: Acronyms and Abbreviations

NAA: nonattainment area
NOEL: no-observed-effect level
NOI: notice of intent
OEHHA: Cal/EPA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
OSHA: Occupational Safety and Health Administration, U.S. Department of Labor
PCA: pest control adviser
PCB: Product Compliance Branch
PCPA: Pesticide Contamination Prevention Act of 1985
PDP: Pesticide Data Program (USDA)
PISP: Pesticide Illness Surveillance Program (DPR)
PMA: Pest Management Alliance
PPE: personal protective equipment
PMAC: Pesticide Management Advisory Committee
PPE: personal protective equipment
PREC: Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee
PRESCRIBE: Pesticide Regulation’s Endangered Species Custom Realtime Inter-

net Bulletin Engine
PSIS: Pesticide Safety Information Series
PUR: pesticide use reporting
QAC: qualified applicator certificate
QAL: qualified applicator license
RA: research authorization (DPR)
RCD: risk characterization document
REI: restricted entry interval
RUP: restricted-use pesticide (federal)
SB: Senate Bill
SB 950: Senate Bill 950, Birth Defect Prevention Act
SIP: State Implementation Plan
SLN: special local need registration (FIFRA Section 24(c))
SPCB: Structural Pest Control Board 
SRP: Scientific Review Panel
TAC: toxic air contaminant
TGA: thermogravimetric analysis
Title 3: Title 3, California Code of Regulations (3 CCR) Food and Agriculture
UC: University of California
USDA: U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. EPA: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. FDA: U.S. Food and Drug Administration
VOC: volatile organic compound
WHS: Worker Health and Safety Branch
WPS: federal Worker Protection Standard
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Glossary

active ingredient – The chemical or chemicals in a pesticide formulation that are 
biologically active and are capable, in themselves, of preventing, destroying, repelling or 
mitigating insects, fungi, rodents, weeds, or other pests. The remainder of the product 
consists of one or more inert ingredients (such as water, solvents, emulsifiers, surfactants, 
clay and propellants), which are there for reasons other than pesticidal activity.
acute effect – An adverse health effect resulting from a single or short-term exposure 
(seven days or less) to a substance. 
adjuvant – Chemicals added to a pesticide product to improve its effectiveness, 
including wetting agents, dispersing agents, stickers, emulsifiers, spreaders, and 
penetrants. In California, adjuvants must be registered as pesticides.
administrative civil penalty – An administrative action taken by DPR or a county 
agricultural commissioner in response to a violation of the law or regulations, including 
fines and revocation or suspension of a license.
agricultural commissioner, county agricultural commissioner (CAC) – Local 
official whose duties include pesticide use enforcement in their counties.
agricultural use – The use of any pesticide, method or device for the control of plant 
or animal pests, or any other pests, or the use of any pesticide for the regulation of plant 
or insect growth or defoliation of plants. Agricultural use includes but is not limited to 
commercial production of animals or plants (including forest), parks, golf courses, 
cemeteries, roadsides, rights-of-way and nurseries. It excludes the sale or use of 
pesticides intended for:
•	 Home use.
•	 Structural pest control.
•	 Industrial or institutional use.
•	 The control of an animal pest under the written prescription of a veterinarian.
•	 Uses by certain local districts or agencies that operate under a cooperative agree-

ment with the California Department of Public Health, such as many mosquito 
abatement districts.

buffer zone – An area that surrounds a pesticide application block in which certain 
activities are restricted for a specified period of time to protect human health or the 
environment from existing or potential adverse effects associated with a pesticide 
application.
Cal/EPA – California Environmental Protection Agency. Comprised of the Department 
of Pesticide Regulation, the Department of Toxic Substances Control, the State Water 
Resources Control Board, the Air Resources Board, and the Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment.
California Code of Regulations (CCR) – Regulations formally adopted by state 
agencies. Regulations about pesticides and pest control operations are mainly in 
Title 3 (Division 6) and Title 16 (Division 19).
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) – California’s principal statute 
mandating environmental impact review of state government projects and private 
projects that must be approved by state or local agencies. 
chemigation – Applying pesticide through an irrigation system or mixing with 
irrigation water before the water is applied to the soil or crop.
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chronic effect – An adverse health effect resulting from long-term exposure to a 
substance.
closed system – Equipment for removing a pesticide from its original container, rinsing 
the emptied container, and transferring the pesticide product, mixtures, dilutions and 
rinse solutions through connecting hoses, pipes, and couplings that are sufficiently tight 
to prevent exposure of any person to the pesticide or rinse solution. 
compliance action – An action taken by the county agricultural commissioner in 
response to a violation of the law or regulations. Examples of compliance actions 
include violation notices and warning letters.
dose – The amount of a substance taken into the body over a given period of time.
economic poison – A term no longer used for pesticide.
emergency exemption – A FIFRA Section 18 exemption from registration, issued to 
allow use of an unregistered pesticide for an emergency pest problem when no 
registered alternative pesticides are available.
enforcement action – An action taken by DPR or a county agricultural commissioner 
in response to a violation of the law or regulations. They include administrative civil 
penalties; revocation or suspension of a license or county registration; and refusal, 
revocation or suspension of a restricted materials permit. 
EPA Registration Number (EPA Reg. No) – Assigned by U.S. EPA to identify each 
pesticide product registration. This number must appear on the product’s label.
environmental fate – Describes the processes by which chemicals move and are 
transformed in the environment, including persistence in air, water, and soil; reactivity 
and degradation; migration in groundwater; and bioaccumulation in aquatic or 
terrestrial organisms.
FAC – Food and Agricultural Code. Division 6 of the FAC (specifically  
Sections 11401 – 12499) pertains to the registration, sale and use of pesticides. 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) – Governs the 
registration, sale, possession and use of pesticides nationally.
formulation – Pesticide product as sold, usually a mixture of active and inert 
ingredients. 
fumigant – Produces gas or vapor intended to destroy pests in a structure, stored 
commodity, or the soil.
Good Laboratory Practice standards – Federal regulations that establish standards 
for the conduct and reporting of laboratory and field trials to assure the quality and 
integrity of data submitted to regulatory agencies. 
ground water – Water found below the surface of the land in saturated soil or rock. 
ground water protection area (GWPA) – A geographic area defined in state 
regulations as vulnerable to pesticide contamination by either leaching or runoff.
Groundwater Protection List (GWPL) – A list required by the Pesticide Contamination 
Prevention Act of pesticides having the potential to pollute ground water.
illegal residue – Residue in produce over the tolerance established by U.S. EPA or a 
residue for which no tolerance has been established for that crop.
inert ingredient – Any substance other than an active ingredient that is intentionally 
included in a pesticide product. Also known as other ingredients, they are not intended 
to control a particular pest or alter plants but may be chemically or biologically active.
integrated pest management (IPM) – A decision-making strategy that focuses on 
long-term prevention of pests. IPM applies to a variety of settings such as agricultural 
crops, buildings, parks, or schools. Depending upon the context, IPM emphasizes pest 
prevention, correct identification of pests, monitoring, habitat modification, exclusion, 



|  135California Department  
of Pesticide Regulation 

Appendix C: Glossary

cultural control, and getting rid of the food, water, and shelter that pests need to survive. 
Reduced-risk pesticides are used only when necessary.
material safety data sheet (MSDS) – Printed material concerning a hazardous 
chemical, including its physical properties, hazards to personnel, fire and explosion 
potential, safe handling recommendations, health effects, firefighting techniques, 
reactivity, and proper disposal. 
microbial pesticides – Microorganisms that kill or inhibit pests, including insects or 
other microorganisms. 
mill assessment – A fee assessed on pesticide products per dollar of sales in California. 
These funds support the pesticide regulatory program.
mitigation measure – A practice or method designed to reduce the risk of harm to 
people or the environment.
model – Mathematical equations and algorithmic procedures that represent certain 
processes. These equations and algorithms can be implemented in a computer program 
to facilitate calculations and to test model predictions against measured data.
no tolerance established – Use to describe any pesticide residue found on a 
commodity for which no tolerance has been established or exemption from tolerance 
granted by U.S. EPA for that particular commodity.
non-agricultural use – See agricultural use.
nonpoint source – Pollution sources that are diffuse and do not have a distinct 
discharge point (compare with point source), for example, applications of agricultural 
chemical to crops.
nontarget organism – Plants, animals and other organisms not intended to be 
controlled, injured, killed or detrimentally affected in any way by the use of a pesticide.
notice of intent – An oral or written notification to the county agricultural 
commissioner of a planned application of a pesticide on a restricted materials permit. 
The purpose is to allow the CAC to evaluate the intended application.
overtolerance – Pesticide residues found above the legally allowed level (tolerance) 
established by the U.S. EPA.
permit – Time- and site-specific permits are issued by county agricultural 
commissioners for the use of pesticides designated as restricted materials. 
permit condition – CACs routinely condition permits on following use controls 
tailored to the local area, the pesticide, and the application method, designed to prevent 
harm to people or the environment. 
personal protective equipment (PPE) – Apparel and devices worn to minimize 
contact with pesticides or residues, such as chemical-resistant suits, aprons or gloves, 
respirators and goggles. 
pest – Any undesired insect, rodent, nematode, fungus, bird, vertebrate, invertebrate, 
weed, virus, bacteria or other microorganism (except microorganisms on or in humans 
or animals) declared to be injurious to health or the environment.
pest control/pest management – The use or application of any pesticide. It also means 
the use of any substance, practice or device to control pests; prevent, destroy, repel, 
mitigate or correct any pest infestation or disorder of plants; or inhibit, regulate, 
stimulate or otherwise alter plant growth by direct application to plants.
pesticide – A substance, or mixture of substances, intended to defoliate plants, regulate 
plant growth, or prevent, destroy, repel, or mitigate any insects, fungi, bacteria, weeds, 
rodents, predatory animal, or any other form of plant or animal life declared to be a pest 
detrimental to vegetation, man, animal, or households, or any environment. Also, in 
California only, a spray adjuvant.
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Pesticide Safety Information Series (PSIS) – Safety leaflets produced by DPR as a 
training aid for employees. 
point source – A source of contamination, such as a spill or at a waste site, where a 
chemical is initially deposited and concentrated in a small, well-defined area.
reentry interval – The period between a pesticide application and when workers may 
enter the field.
registrant – A person or business that has registered a pesticide for use in California.
pesticide residue – The remnant of a pesticide or degradation product left on or in a 
plant, soil, air, water, container, equipment or surface after application of the pesticide.
restricted entry interval (REI) – The time after a field is treated with a pesticide 
during which there are restrictions on entry to protect persons from potential exposure 
to hazardous residues. 
restricted material – In California, a pesticide that with certain exceptions may be 
possessed or used only by or under the supervision of licensed or certified persons, and 
only in accordance with a permit issued by the CAC. U.S. EPA has a separate list of 
restricted-use pesticides that require applicators to be certified.
section/township/range – Public Land Survey System units. A section is a one-square-
mile block of land containing 640 acres. A township contains 36 sections. A range is a 
vertical column of townships.
Section 3 – The FIFRA section governing the registration of pesticides.
Section 18 – A time-limited exemption from registration for the use of a pesticide 
provided certain conditions are met, granted under Section 18 of FIFRA.
Section 24(c) – A FIFRA section that allows states to register a new end-use product or 
an additional use of a federally registered pesticide product to address an existing or 
imminent pest situation. Also known as special local need registration or SLN.
sensitive site – A location determined by the CAC or DPR to contain things that could 
suffer harm or injury from a pesticide, such as people, hospitals, schools, playgrounds, 
residential areas, parks, waterways, endangered species habitats, susceptible crops, 
honeybees, wildlife, domestic animals or bodies of water.
signal word – Signal words are on pesticide product labels and describe the product’s 
acute toxicity. The signal word can be DANGER, WARNING or CAUTION.
special local need (SLN) – See Section 24(c).
spray adjuvant – See adjuvant.
tolerance – The maximum pesticide residue allowed in raw agricultural produce. 
Tolerances are set by U.S. EPA which must make a safety finding that the pesticide can 
be used with “reasonable certainty of no harm.” All pesticides intentionally applied to 
an agricultural crop must have a tolerance or exemption from tolerance.
vector – Any organism capable of transmitting the agent of human or animal disease, 
discomfort or injury, including mosquitoes, flies, fleas, cockroaches, ticks, mites and 
rats.
volatile organic compound (VOC) – Carbon compound that can contribute to the 
formation of ground-level ozone, which is harmful to human health and vegetation 
when present at sufficient concentrations.
Worker Protection Standard – A regulation issued by U.S. EPA covering pesticides 
used in the production of agricultural plants on farms, forest, nurseries and greenhouses. 
The WPS requires the employer to take steps to reduce the risk of employee exposure to 
pesticides. All pesticides labeled for use in agricultural production are required to 
comply with WPS labeling requirements, which include personal protective equipment, 
restricted entry intervals and other worker safety elements. 


