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AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

November 17, 2011 
9:30-12:30 

CalEPA Building 
First Floor Training Room 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Present: (10) Ronald Berg- Pest Control Dealers, Michael Erisey - Agricultural Pest 
Control Advisers Alternate , Glen Foth – Commercial Applicator Certificate Holders, James Farrar 
-California State University System,  Scott Hudson- County Agricultural Commissioner Association, 
Francisca Johnson General Public Member, Linda La Vanne - Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, 
Matt Scally- Pest Control Maintenance Gardeners, Timothy Smith - Board of Governors of the 
California Community College System, and  Dick Stoltz - Pest Control Aircraft Pilots 

Department Staff: (9) David Duncan- Chair of Committee, Chuck Andrews- Associate Director, Margie 
Read, Laurie Brajkovich, Cynthia Ray, Randy Segawa, Pam Wofford, Lisa Estridge, and Rayven Jenknins 

Guests: (8) Judy Letterman – Pesticide Applicators Professional Association (PAPA), Joyce Strand-UC 
IPM, Bill Gillespie-Resource Endeavors, Harry Cline, Roger Randall, Cheryl Ogle, and Joyce Weber- Farm 
Press, and Jim Wells- Crop Sciences  

Members Absent: (4) Ken Nichols- Pest ControlBusinesses, Kenneth Oneto- Producers, Wayne J. Steele- 
Registrants, Mary Louise Flint-UC IPM 

 
 
I.   Introduction and Administrative Topics - David Duncan, Committee Chair 
Minutes from the August 19, 2011 meeting were reviewed and approved by the committee. 

 
II. Announcements  
 
A. Alliance Grants 2012 - David Duncan 
Application information for the 2012/2013 Pest Management Alliance Grant Program will be 
available on DPR’s website in early 2012.  Alliance Grant projects promote the adoption and 
implementation of IPM practices that reduce risks to human health and the environment.  
Projects may focus on various topics including: ground and surface water quality, urban and 
agricultural use, worker health and safety, and VOC emissions. The submission process will be 
similar to that of previous years, where first a concept is submitted, then a detailed proposal.  
For the 2012/2013 solicitation period, $400,000 will be available for Alliance Grant projects.  
The maximum funding for any one project has been increased to $400,000. 
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B. Change in Meeting Time - Linda La Vanne 
The suggestion to change the meeting time from 9:30-12:00 to 10:00-12:30 was approved by the 
committee.  Additionally, all of the meetings for next year have been scheduled for the Sierra 
Hearing Room on the second floor.  An email will go out informing all members.   

 
III. Licensing Update - Cynthia Ray, Licensing Program Supervisor 

 
A. Statistics on renewal progress 
Current numbers for renewals: 

Individuals- 47% returned, 31% processed  
Businesses- 31% returned, 29% processed 

The remaining renewals are expected to come in through December and will be processed in the 
order in which they are received.  As compared with previous years, these numbers show an 
increase in the number of renewals received.  This may be a result of sending out renewal 
packets earlier. 

 
B. Certificates of attendance 
This year licensees and certificate holders are required to submit records of attendance for their 
continuing education (CE) courses.  DPR will accept records such as scantrons provided by 
sponsors, print outs provided by organizations, receipts, or certificates, as long as the following 
information is included: 

1. The license or certificate holder’s name 
2. License or certificate number 
3. The title and location of the instruction 
4. Name of instructor or sponsoring organization, hours credited in each category; and 
5. The identification code number to the course  
 

C. 2012 Exam schedule 
The 2012 exam schedule will be posted to DPR’s website by the end of 2011.  As requested by 
the CACs, the southern area testing sites have been expanded to include Oxnard, Temecula, 
Riverside and Arcadia.  The first exam will take place in February in Temecula.   
 
IV. PI Subcommittee Update - Dick Stoltz, CAAA 

 
On September 21, 2011 the subcommittee met to continue discussing recommendations for 
evaluating correspondence courses (online and mailed).  In attendance were: Mary Lou Flint, 
Dick Stoltz, Bill Gillespie, Cheryl Ogle, Joyce Basan, Judy Letterman, David Duncan, Laurie 
Brajkovich, and Lisa Estridge.  The subcommittee compiled a list of recommended guidelines 
for correspondence type courses (text based; online and mailed).  The list was presented and 
then discussed by the committee. The list was approved by the Committee by majority vote.   
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The following are the recommended guidelines for evaluating correspondence courses: 

• Examination questions must relate to the content of the course. 
• Courses longer than two hours should be divided up by distinct topics/segments and each 

segment should be no longer than 2 hours.  For each of these segments, a separate 
quiz/exam should be given.  Exam questions count as one minute each with no more 20 
questions for every hour CE. 

• Course credit may not be given for an exam score of < 70% correct.   
• Course material should not be taken directly from other sources without credit and 

permission of the original authors, agency or publishers as required by copyright law. 
• The guidelines put forward previously and approved by APCAC and DPR Director (as 

outlined in CE manual, page 9) will be applied in evaluating all correspondence and 
online courses for CE credit. They are listed below: 

o At the time of CE application submittal, a print-out of the full course for word  
count. 

o A clearly stated course objective. 
o An examination included at the end to evaluate that the course objective has been 

met. 
o Student registration with the use if specific identification to validate attendance. 
o Use of word count to evaluate hours to be approved. 
o Word count for determining course length: 200 words per minute. 
o For exams/quizzes: 1 minute per question. 
o No more than 20 quiz/exam questions (i.e. no more than 20 minutes) may receive 

CE credit per hour. 
o Include a “shuffle” feature so that the order of questions/answers varies each time 

the final exam is taken. (This guideline is for online courses only.) 
 
The next step for implementation of these guidelines would be DPR putting together all of the 
recommendations into a proposed regulation package.  The next PI subcommittee meeting will 
be held January 11, 2012 at 1:00 PM.   

 
V. Non-fumigant VOCs - Randy Segawa, Environmental Monitoring Air Program Supervisor 
 
DPR is required by the State Implementation Plan (SIP) to track and reduce VOC emissions 
from pesticides to reach air quality standards for ozone set forth by the Clean Air Act.  
Regulations implemented in 2008 greatly reduced fumigant VOC emissions, by requiring low 
emission methods during the peak ozone season. 
 
DPR is currently evaluating methods for reducing non-fumigant VOC emissions in the San 
Joaquin Valley during May - October, the peak ozone season.  DPR is focusing on restricting 
the use of major non-fumigant VOC contributors, which include emulsifiable concentrates 
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containing chlorpyrifos, oxyfluorfen, abamectin, and gibberellins.  DPR’s strategy to reduce 
emissions from these “high VOC” contributors is to establish a VOC product emission limit 
based on current products with the lowest emissions.  The methods to achieve the product 
emission limit include registration, sales, and use restrictions.  Due to limiting factors, DPR is 
focusing on adjusting the fumigant limit trigger. The fumigant trigger limit represents the limit 
at which the use of certain non-fumigant high VOC products becomes restricted.  If the trigger 
limit is reached, use may be prohibited through CAC, dealer, or PCA requirements.  DPR is 
currently evaluating the impact these requirements will have on the parties implementing them. 
 
DPR will continue discussions on possible regulations for non-fumigant pesticides.  A notice of 
proposed regulations for public comment will be available in March / April 2012.  Regulations 
would go into effect in March / April 2013 with the first possible prohibition of high VOC 
products occurring in May 2013.   
 
VI. Online CE and How it works - Harry Cline, Roger Randall, Cheryl Ogle, and Joyce 
Weber from Farm Press 
 
Farm Press has been offering online CE courses since 2004.  Since then, Farm Press has seen a 
growing trend in the use of online resources by farmers.   Farm Press offers CE courses on 
various topics including drift prevention, CA groundwater issues, weed control, insect 
management, and powdery mildew, which are the top 5 courses taken.  Most, but not all, of 
those taking the courses are doing so for CE credit.  Farm Press has found that those who take 
online courses, like employees of major retailers or farmers who can’t participate in person, do 
so for the convenience and education factors.    
 
Through participation with the PI subcommittee meeting, Farm Press was able to provide 
helpful input and take away valuable information.  Participation from Farm Press gave DPR 
insight into how the identification of a student is verified and what happens when someone 
falsifies their records.  Farm Press learned more about abuses in the renewal process through 
involvement in the PI subcommittee and is working on improving their system by finding ways 
to prevent abuses from occurring.   
 
VII. Public Comment 
 
A.  Bill Gillespie 
Mr. Gillespie voiced concerns regarding the requirements of the CE Sponsor Manual.  He was 
assured by DPR staff and members of the PI subcommittee that the manual does not set 
enforceable requirements, but rather it provides guidance for CE sponsors.   
 
As summarized by DPR staff, the guidance provided in the CE Sponsor Manual is particularly 
important to evaluate the length of time it takes to complete an online or correspondence class.  
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This guidance is necessary because current regulations require licensees to take a required 
number of hours of CE.  Evaluating the length of each course can be difficult for online and 
correspondence courses.  Thus, the guidance was recommended with input from various 
stakeholders in the PI subcommittee meetings.   
 
DPR will implement the guidance as follows: 

- If an online or correspondence course meets the guidelines and subject matter 
specifications, the hours will be approved as requested.  

- If an online or correspondence course does not meet the guidelines, there will be 
individual case-by-case conversations with the individual sponsors to understand the 
metrics that they use to assess hours for each course.  Hours will be approved or 
disallowed accordingly. 
 

Additionally, DPR is in the process of submitting a rulemaking package for the proposed 
requirements regarding CE courses. 
 
VII. Next agenda - Dates and Topics 
 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, February 14, 2012 
Time: 10:00 – 12:30 
Location: Reminder that the next meeting will be held in the Sierra Hearing Room on the 2nd 
floor of the Cal EPA building. 
 
Possible topics may include: 
- PI subcommittee updates 
- Environmental justice topics: Parlier, update on high VOC air monitoring, air-monitoring 

network 
 
Questions about this agenda should be directed to David Duncan at (916) 445-3870 or 
dduncan@cdpr.ca.gov.   
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