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DEPARTMENT OF PESTICIDE REGULATION 
PESTICIDE REGISTRATION AND EVALUATION COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes – November 15, 2013 
 
 
Committee Members/Alternates in Attendance: 
 
Lynn Baker, Air Resources Board 
Rich Breuer, State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
Jeff Fowles, Department of Public Health (CDPH) 
David Luscher, Department of Food and Agriculture 
Stella McMillin, Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Valerie Mitchell, Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Ann Prichard, Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
Charles Salocks, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
Rebecca Sisco, University of California, IR-4 Program 
Dave Whitmer, California Agriculture Commissioners and Sealers Association 
 
Visitors in Attendance: 
 
Denise Alder, DPR – Pesticide Registration Branch 
Tom Anderson, DPR – Enforcement Headquarters 
Aimee Brooks, California Cotton Ginners and Growers Associations/ 

Western Agricultural Processers Association 
Henry Buckwalter, FMC Corporation 
Ken Everett, DPR – Enforcement Headquarters 
George Farnsworth, DPR – Enforcement Headquarters 
Johnny Gonzales, SWRCB 
Amna Hawatky, DPR – Enforcement Headquarters 
Anne Katten, California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
Eric Lauritzen, Monterey Agricultural Commisioner 
Artie Lawyer, Technology Sciences Group 
Eileen Mahoney, DPR – Pesticide Registration Branch 
Jeanne Martin, DPR – Enforcement Headquarters 
Pat Matteson, DPR – Pest Management and Licensing 
Mike Papathakis, DPR – Enforcement Headquarters 
Ann Schaffner, DPR – Pest Management and Licensing Branch 
Jim Shattuck, DPR – Enforcement Headquarters 
 
1. Introductions and Committee Business – Ann Prichard, Chairperson, DPR 
 

a. About 27 people attended the meeting. This is the last meeting for Dave Whitmer as he 
will be retiring next month. The committee welcomed newly appointed replacement,  
Eric Lauritzen, Agricultural Commissioner for Monterey County. 
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2. Proposed Closed Mixing Systems – Ken Everett, DPR 

Ken Everett from DPR’s Enforcement Branch reviewed a proposed regulation revision to 
Title 3 California Code of Regulations (3CCR) section 6746, Closed Systems. The proposed 
amendment would modify the regulation from a prescriptive type to a performance based 
regulation, as well as would adopt a tiered mitigation scheme to establish specific closed 
system and personal protective equipment requirements based on pesticide label 
precautionary statements. DPR is expecting to issue the rulemaking proposal by  
February 2014. 
 

3. 2012 Pesticide Residue Monitoring Report – Mike Papathakis, DPR 
Michael Papathakis from DPR’s Enforcement Branch gave a presentation titled,  
“2012 CDPR Pesticide Residue Monitoring Program.” The presentation included a brief 
history of pesticide residue monitoring in California and described the goals of the DPR’s 
pesticide residue monitoring program. During the presentation, Michael showed examples of 
fruits and vegetables sampled in the program, described the types of businesses from which 
samples are collected and informed the audience that DPR staff collected approximately 
3,500 samples during 2012. All were analyzed at the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture (CDFA) Centers for Analytical Chemistry in Sacramento and Anaheim. In 
addition, his presentation included the following topics: analytical methods used in the 
CDFA labs to analyze fruit and vegetable samples for pesticide residues, the difference 
between a pesticide residue and a tolerance, the consequences of illegal pesticide residues, 
and the 2012 Pesticide Residue Monitoring Program data. Michael wrapped up his 
presentation with descriptions of the improvements made to the program during 2012 and the 
impact of these improvements on the program. 

 
4. Pest Management alliance and Research Grants – Ann Schaffner, DPR 

Ann Schaffner from DPR’s Pest Management and Licensing Branch gave a presentation of 
two pest management grant programs administered by DPR : 1) the Research Grant Program; 
and 2) the Alliance Grant Program. The Research Grant Program focuses on the development 
of IPM practices and the reduction of pesticides of human health and environmental concern 
with the goal of reducing the need to use high-risk pesticides by providing effective pest 
management options. The Alliance Grant Program funds projects that focus on adoption of 
IPM practices in agricultural and urban settings that reduce risks from pesticide use to human 
health and the environment through the formation of alliances among commodity groups, 
growers, pest control advisors and businesses, university researchers, pesticide industry 
representatives, and conservation agencies. Both grant programs have two phases: The 
concept phase and proposal phase. Concepts are short summaries of the proposed project and 
are evaluated on how well they address a pesticide-related problem and on the feasibility and 
relevance of project goals and objectives. Applicants of concepts that meet review criteria are 
invited to submit full proposals. The proposal expands the concept and gives greater detail 
about the project tasks, objectives, timelines, and deliverables. Concepts and proposals are 
submitted using the Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool (FAAST) an on-line 
system developed and administered by the State Water Boards. Proposals are concurrently 
reviewed by DPR staff and the Pest Management Advisory Committee (PMAC), which 
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represents a variety of stakeholder interests. PMAC and DPR staff then recommend 
proposals for funding to DPR’s Director, who makes the final decision.  
 
Currently funded research grants include: 

• Reducing Dependence on Pre-plant Soil Fumigation in Almond and Stone Fruit Orchards 
– The project seeks to improve the knowledge base and methods available in order to 
eliminate non-essential fumigant use to control Prunus replant disease, a soil-borne 
disease that stunts tree growth and reduces yields in replanted orchards. 

• Methyl Bromide Alternatives for Strawberry Nurseries – The project seeks to develop 
effective and economical alternatives to the combination of methyl bromide and 
chloropicrin primarily for use in the California strawberry nursery industry. 

• Reduced Risk Approaches to Manage Maggot Pests in Cole Crops in the Central Coast – 
The project aims to develop IPM for cabbage maggot using multiple pest management 
practices to reduce the use of organophosphates in cole crops. 

• Integrated Pesticide Reduction Strategies for Insect and Disease Management in Cole 
Crops – The project seeks to develop alternatives to soil fumigation in Brussels sprouts to 
control soilborne pests and develop IPM tools to control cabbage maggot in broccoli. 

 
Currently funded alliance grants include: 

• Green Cleaning, Sanitizing and Disinfecting: A Toolkit for Early Care and Education – 
The project developed a curriculum for child care providers about best practices to 
prevent the spread of infectious diseases and how to select and use reduced-risk cleaning, 
sanitizing, and disinfecting products in their facilities. The curriculum is being presented 
at several workshops in Northern California and Los Angeles.  

• Got Ants? Outreach to Reduce Water Quality Impacts from Residential Ant Control – 
The project developed a community-based outreach campaign to appeal to the general 
public and help them adopt less toxic practices and use fewer pesticides to control ants in 
and around their homes.  

• IPM Training Resources for California Pest Management Professionals Working in Early 
Care and Education Facilities – The project will develop a continuing education course 
for pest management professionals (PMPs) to increase their knowledge and use of IPM 
practices in child care centers.  The project will also educate child day care administrators 
about the importance of using IPM practices and contracting with PMPs who complete 
the course. 

• Expanding IPM Education to Southern California Spanish-speaking Landscapers – The 
project aims to conduct an IPM training program for about 75,000 Spanish-speaking 
landscapers in Southern California in order to reduce runoff and ground water pollution 
from improperly applied pesticides. 
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• Facilitation of the Anaerobic Soil Disinfestation Pre-plant Soil Treatment for Strawberry 
and Caneberry Growers – The project aims to work with 22 conventional berry growers 
to establish field plots that will be treated using anaerobic soil disinfestation (ASD). The 
project will also conduct ASD training and demonstration events for growers in order to 
facilitate adoption.  

• Field Edge Plantings for Pesticide Reduction and Enhanced Biodiversity on Farmlands – 
The project seeks to conduct outreach to growers and landowners about the pest 
management benefits and potential to reduce herbicide use as a result of planting 
California native vegetation at the edges of fields.  

For additional information on individual grant projects, please visit 
<http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/dprgrants.htm>. 

 
5. Public Comment 

None were received by email. 
 
6. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 
No agenda items were suggested. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Friday, January 17, 2014, in the Coastal Hearing Room on 
the second floor of the Cal/EPA building, located at 1001 I Street, Sacramento, California. 

 
7. Adjourn 
 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/dprgrants.htm

	Meeting Minutes – November 15, 2013

