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1. Introductions and Committee Business — Ann Prichard, Chairperson, DPR

a. About 30 people attended the meeting.
b. No corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting, held on November 18, 2011, were
identified.

2. Preliminary Air Network Monitoring Results — Randy Segawa, DPR

Randy Segawa gave an update on DPR's air monitoring network. DPR began sampling for
34 pesticides in February 2011 at three sites: Ripon, Salinas, and Shafter. No detected
concentrations have exceeded DPR's health screening levels, except for acrolein due to non-
pesticidal sources. Quality control samples have revealed some uncertainties in the data. Of
greatest concern are likely false positive detections for S,S,S-tributylphosphorotrithioate
(tribufos, Folex) and possibly other pesticides. Tribufos was detected in several samples from
the Salinas site during May-July 2011. Tribufos is only applied as a cotton defoliant. Use
only occurs in the San Joaquin Valley and Imperial County during the fall. The laboratory
has determined that the detections are likely false positives. The sequence of sample analysis
likely caused "carryover" from spiked samples into field samples. The laboratory has taken
interim steps to prevent carryover, and DPR and the laboratory are considering additional
changes to the sampling and analysis.

3. Second Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides — Stella McMillin, DFG

In 1999, the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) requested that DPR place the
second-generation anticoagulant rodenticide, brodifacoum, into reevaluation, based on

58 incidents of anticoagulant exposure and toxicosis in wildlife. As U.S. EPA was
considering the issue, no action was taken by DPR. DFG has continued to monitor the issue
and has now documented 284 mortality incidents, including numerous raptor and wild canine
species as well as mountain lion, bobcat, bear, and fishers. Monitoring data show that the
majority of predatory and scavenging wildlife in California contain residues of anticoagulant
rodenticides. The anticoagulant rodenticides of concern contain the active ingredients
brodifacoum, bromadiolone, difethialone, and difenacoum. To address this issue, U.S. EPA
passed additional restrictions which limit the availability of second-generation anticoagulant
rodenticides to consumers. While supporting U.S. EPA’s action, DFG has additional
concerns about the availability of these materials in farm stores to the public, and has
recommended that DPR designate these materials as California Restricted Materials, which
would limit their availability to only certified applicators.
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4. Composting and Pesticides - Brian Larimore, CalRecycle

The Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) oversees the state’s
recycling and solid waste management programs. They ensure the protection of public health,
safety and environment while preserving resources through waste reduction, reuse and
recycling. Assembly Bill 341 (AB 341 signed into law in 2011) requires businesses and
multi-family units to recycle. It set a goal of 75% diversion by 2020. This can be achieved
through source reduction, reuse and recycling.

California currently diverts 65% of its waste from landfills; however, a lot of organic waste is
still landfilled. In 2009, about 32 million tons of solid waste was landfilled, much of this
material could have been recycled, including 6.4 million tons of compostable materials
including food waste and yard trimmings. Over the years, a substantial infrastructure for
handling organic materials has been created in the state. About 9.3 million tons of organic
materials were processed by over 200 compost and chip/grind facilities in 2008. California
still needs to divert an additional 10 million tons annually to meet the diversion goal set by
AB 341.

Compost use has many benefits including decreased water use, greenhouse gas reduction and
lower use of fertilizer and pesticide products. It also improves water quality when used in
hydroseeding, backfill, biofiltration strips and swales, filter berms and socks, and compost
blankets. These uses reduce sediment and filters storm water runoff, promote plant growth,
increase water infiltration and increase water holding capacity.

During the last several years, farmers and home gardeners in several states have reported
damage to vegetable and flower crops after applying compost and mulch that contained
pyridine carboxylic acid herbicide residues. Damage to non-target species has also resulted
from application of manure, hay, and grass clippings containing these residues, which remain
active at concentrations in the low part per billion (ppb). The pyridine carboxylic acid
herbicides include clopyralid, aminopyralid, and aminocyclopyrachlor. Other pesticides can
cause problems for compost producers and organic farmers. Assembly Bill 856

(AB 856 signed into law in 2009), requires composters to register products sold to organic
farming and greatly increases the penalties against those selling compost as organic that
contains unapproved substances, such as pesticide residues. Pesticides in compost affect
homeowners, the compost industry and agriculture.

CalRecycle is meeting quarterly with DPR to address pesticides in compost and is
developing guidance for stakeholders, including compost producers and users.
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5. Regulatory Plan for Handling Grapes and Kiwis Imported from Chile and Requiring
Fumigation — George Farnsworth, DPR

In March 2010, several produce inspectors at a cold storage facility in Los Angeles County
complained of dizziness and headaches. Their physicians suspected it was due to
occupational exposure to methyl bromide (MeBr).

DPR began an investigation into the process of how the grapes and kiwis had been handled,
beginning with the fumigation of the fruits upon arrival to the time the fruits were transported
to a cold storage facility. DPR tested and found high concentrations of MeBr throughout the
facility. DPR immediately implemented mitigation measures, including cold storage facility
ventilation, filtration systems, work hour/location restrictions, and fruit packaging changes.

With a collaborative effort between DPR, fumigators, commodity owners and others, a
regulatory plan was developed. It included a “Best Management Practices (BMP)”” adopted

by cold storage facilities to protect workers.

6. Public Comment

None received.

7. Agenda Items for Next Meeting

Ann Prichard stated the following scheduled agenda topics:

1. Randy Segawa of DPR will give a presentation on the proposed VOC non-fumigant
regulations;

2. State Water Resources Control Board will give a presentation on assessment of pesticide
loading in the Sacramento River; and,

3. U.S. EPA will give a presentation on the State Implementation Plan (SIP).

Martha Harnly requested DPR's new Director, Brian Leahy, provide a five minute discussion
on how he envisions the role of the PREC committee during his term.

The next meeting will be held on Friday, May 18, 2012, in the Sierra Hearing Room on the
second floor of the Cal/EPA building, located at 1001 I Street, Sacramento, California.

8. Adjourn



